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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, IS 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI NON-PAPER ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES 

1 . AT RECENT MEETING BETWEEN AMBASSADOR AND MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE WEIZMAN ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, WEIZMAN AIDE COL. 

TEHILA PASSED TO POLCOUNSELOR NON-PAPER ON ISRAELI HUMAN 
RIGHTS PRACTICES IN THE TERRITORIES. THE ISRAELI DOCU- 
MENT WAS PROVIDED IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR CONTINUING EX- 
CHANGES ON THIS ISSUE. 

2. THE ISRAELI PAPER, ENTITLED "THE QUESTION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN THE AREAS ADMINISTERED BY ISRAEL," IS A GENERAL 
SURVEY OF THE SUBJECT. IT DOES NOT DEAL WITH DETAILED 
CASES. THE DOCUMENT NOTES THAT THE QUESTION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES NECESSARILY TAKES ON 
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A DIFFERENT FORM FROM WHAT WOULD NORMALLY BE FOUND DURING 
A STATE OF PEACE. NEVERTHELESS, THE INSTITUTIONAL FRAME- 
WORK SET UP BY THE GOI TO ENSURE THE PROTECTION OF BASIC 
HUMAN RIGHTS IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN EXTENDED FAR BEYOND THE 
MINIMUM DEMANDS OF THE LAWS OF ARMED CONFLICT. 

3. THE PAPER NOTES THAT ISRAEL DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE 
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APPLICABILITY OF THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION IN THE 
OCCUPIED AREAS FOR REASONS BASED ON POLITICAL AND LEGAL 
CONSIDERATIONS CONNECTED WITH THE QUESTION OF SOVEREIGNTY 
OVER THE WEST BANK. HOWEVER, ISRAEL APPLIES THE CONVEN- 
TION'S HUMANITARIAN PROVISIONS DE FACTO. IN ADDITION, 

BASIC RIGHTS TO LIFE, LIBERTY AND SECURITY OF PERSON ARE 
SAID TO BE GUARANTEED BY THE RULE OF LAW. EXISTING 
INSTITUTIONS, LEGAL SYSTEMS, MODES OF LAW AND JUDICIAL 
MACHINERY HAVE BEEN RFTAINED, WHILE IN CONFORMITY WITH 
THE LAWS OF ARMED CONFLICT MILITARY COURTS, BASED UPON 
MILITARY LAW, HAVE BELN SET UP FOR SECURITY OFFENSES. 

4. THE PAPER PRESENTS A BROAD DEFENSE OF ISRAELI’S POWER 
OF ADMINISTRATIVE DETENTION AND REFUTES CHARGES OF ILL 
TREATMENT OF DETAINEES. THE ROLE OF THE ICRC IN THE 
TERRITORIES IS ALSO OUTLINED. THE PAPER NOTES THAT 
ICRC DELEGATES MAY VISIT DETAINEES WITHOUT WITNESSES 
WITHIN THE FIRST 14 DAYS OF THEIR DETENTION WHILE STILL 
UNDER INTERROGATION AND AT SIMILAR REGULAR PERIODS AS 
LONG AS INTERROGATION LASTS IN ORDER TO ASCERTAIN 
IDENTITY, CONDITION OF HEALTH AND CONDITIONS OF DETENTION. 

IN THE EVENT THAT THE ICRC DELEGATE FEELS THE NECESSITY 
AFTER SUCH A VISIT, A MEDICAL EXAMINATION MAY BE UNDER- 
TAKEN BY A SWISS PHYSICIAN BELONGING TO THE ICRC STAFF 
OR ANY OTHER PHYSICIAN APPROVED BY BOTH THE ICRC AND 
THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES.WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF WITNESSES. 
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5. PAPER BEING TRANSMITTED TO ADDRESSEES BY AIRGRAM. 
LEWIS 
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